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THE PLAY

pppeeeaaaccceee is a vast, imaginative, mesmerizing and hilarious glide through life after the revolution; a gently aggressive meditation, it examines our being, asks us what we're doing and reminds us that there are monsters in here.

Three souls, floating somewhere in the ether, talk quietly and face the fact that the world is a place of overwhelming contradiction and terror. The ideas flow fluidly and we are lulled into a state of joyous confusion as we travel through the night, to the heart of our nightmares and out the other side to sunrise.

pppeeeaaaccceee runs 80 minutes and is performed by three actors. 

STAGING REQUIREMENTS
The set consists of a large piece of white spandex fabric which is suspended from the grid and which falls in a long, loose curve to the downstage edge of the stage.  Upstage of the spandex, risers and a ladder are concealed. The spandex and all the rigging required to suspend it, will be provided by Mammalian Diving Reflex (MDR). MDR also travels with all the necessary padding for the risers and the ladder. A house position for the sound and lighting operators is required unless the booth has a window, so that the sound can be heard live. 

Stage dimensions: roughly 24’ by 24’; minimum 20’ by 20’.

STAGING REQUIREMENTS CONTINUED…
MDR requires the Presenter to provide:

· One 9’ long 3/4” steel or aluminum pipe from which to suspend the spandex fabric.

· One pipe (or combination of pipes tied together) the width of the stage to anchor the downstage edge of the spandex fabric.

· 2 points in the grid, roughly 4’ either side of center, approximately 14’ to (ideally) 16’ upstage of the downstage edge of the stage, from which a pipe holding our spandex fabric (~60 lbs, takes some gentle tugging) may be hung.
· One 4’ by 8’ wooden riser legged up to 40” with 2 step units – not visible to the audience.

· One 2’ by 8’ riser legged up to 24” ​​– not visible to the audience.

· One 12’ A-frame ladder (ideally a FeatherLite ladder with fiberglass legs) – the height of the ladder may change based on the height of the grid – also not visible to the audience.  

· Black masking along the walls to the height of the grid and 2 legs upstage to mask lighting positions on boom stands.
· In consultation with MDR’s Technical Director, a masked footlight box or “gutter” that spans the front of the stage. The box must be at least 12” deep and the height of the stage, and will accommodate up to 9 MR16 light fixtures, a shotgun microphone, and be able to contain the pipe that secures the bottom edge of the white spandex cloth. The construction of this box will be specifically worked out with MDR’s Technical Director.

In each city MDR requires access to crickets – they are generally sold in pet stores as lizard food. We will provide the container and will care for the crickets for the run of the show. The crickets will not leave their container, and their participation in the show will be thoroughly supervised. The container, which is transparent, is placed onto the overhead projector and the shadows of the crickets are projected onto the white spandex fabric. 
LIGHTING REQUIREMENTS

Please see attached lighting plot and details. Theatrical lighting equipment required includes: 

Minimum 48 dimmers - preferably 2.4k

Lighting Instruments:

· 50 lekos – 10 @ 19 degrees

· 15 fresnels (or parcans) - 1k

· 2 effects wheels

· 4 - 9 MR16's (quantity depends on the width of the stage)

3 non-dim circuits in the booth for:

· mirror ball motor for falling star effect (provided by MDR)

· 2 fake emergency lights (provided by MDR)

· 2 effects wheels

1 overhead projector

ETC console (insight/express)

pppeeeaaaccceee requires 4 boom positions.

There are foot lights (the MR16's) in the footlight box described above, at the front of stage.

We must be able to focus one low level, straight on, front of house position.

The Stage Manager must be able to manually open the iris of one lamp in the booth.

ppeeeaaaccceee is currently saved to disk for either an ETC Express 24/48 or a Strand GSX. 

SOUND REQUIREMENTS

The sound design for pppeeeaaaccceee consists of extensive real-time manipulation of both songs and effects. Sound is played back from a VS-880 Digital Recording System, supplied by MDR. We require a full house PA capable of loud, distortion free full range audio reinforcement and playback. The Presenter must provide:

· 4 speakers placed in the grid for stereo effect

· 8 channel mixing board

· rackmount effects module
· one shotgun microphone
SET UP AND PERSONNEL

The presenter must designate a Technical Director for the venue, to be present and accessible to the company for consultation during pre-production and at al times on site during load din, rehearsal, run and strike of pppeeeaaaccceeee. An experienced crew must be present for the set-up period. MDR requires a 2.5 day set-up period which includes rehearsal in the space. Opening can be on t he evening of the 3rd day in the venue. Ideally lighting and drapery would be pre-hung, in order to make the best use of our time in the space. 

PERFORMER FACILITIES

It would be ideal to have three dressing rooms with access to toilet and shower if possible (one each for male and female actors, and stage manager), but our needs in this area are minimal and very flexible. Please supply 4 litres of bottled water and a modest selection of fresh fruit before each show, for the cast. 

We will require laundry facilities, an iron and an ironing board.

PLEASE NOTE

Mammalian Diving Reflex prides itself on its adaptability. It there are requirements listed here that would preclude your presentation of pppeeeaaaccceee please contact us before you reject the work. There may be ways that we can accommodate each other that are not immediately apparent. 

